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V. A Letter from Mr. Tho. Hearne, M. A. 
of Oxford, to Mr. Ralph Thoresby, F. %$. 
occafiond by Jome Antiquities lately difco^erd 
near BRAMHAM-MOOR in YORK- 
SHIRE. 

WORTHT SIR, 

§. J'TLj ^ om tne g rea t Variety of antient Monuments con- 
XT tinually found in thefe Ifiands 'tis plain that vaft 
Improvements might be made to the Accounts that have 
been hitherto given of the Britijh Antiquities, and there 
is no reafon to doubt but if Mr. Cambden were now living 
he could with eafe inlarge his Britannia to another Vo- 
lume of equal Value with the former. Coyns were not fo 
generally taken notice of by learned Men at that time as 
they have been (ence$ at leaft if they did take notice of 
them, yet they were not fo curious as to put down the 
feveral Defiriptions of them, nor to confider their true Vfe, 
Since his Excellency Baron Spanheim's Book, and other 
Works of the fame kind were publiQYd, Scholars have 
been more inquifitive after thefe Relich 5 and from the 
infinite numbers dug up amongft us, divers Places that 
were of note in the times of the Romans, but are novo 
quite deftroy'd, have been found out, which Mr. Cambden 
knew nothing of in his time for want of thefe Difcoveries. 
Add to this that the Antiquity of fome other Towns may 
be carried by thefe Helps much higher than he has done 
in his rejpeUive Difcourfes of them 5 and particularly 
Witney, within feven Miles of Oxford, appears to be of 
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note long before Edward the Confejfor's time, as I gather 
from Roman Cojns lately found there, fome of which I 
have had communicated to me by- the Reverend Dr. Ralph 
Trumbull, not long fmce Rector if that Place. The beft 
of thofe fent to me is one of impure Silver (according 
to the Cufiom of that Time) in Honour of Julia Mamm<ea, 
Mother to Alexander Severn s. That which makes it the 
more likely that here was a Town fo early is this, that 
the Ickeaild Way paflednot iarfrom it on the right hand 
in vs Courfe to Grexcejler, where all the four Great Ways 
crofs'd. I might here mention orher Places*, that have 
receiv'd the fame Advantage for their Antiquity, if [ were 
not fufficiently fatisfied that you are much better acquaint- 
ed with this Part of Learning , and with the jevsral 
TJfzt of it than I am. Thro' the Ignorance of divers 
that light upon thefe aid Monuments it is that many of 
them are quite deftroy'd $ but then there are not wanting 
feverai ingenious Gentlemen, who out of a natural Love 
to Antiquity fpare no Cofts nor Pains to collect: and pre- 
lerve as many as they can, and are always ready to, com- 
municate to the Publ "c^ .their Obfcrvations upon -them. A- 
mongft thefe l defer vedly reckon your felf, -who as You 
have made a very good Collection, lo you have withal 
been plea fed to oblige the. Learned World wich feve- 
ral curious Difcourfes upon them in the Phihfophicd 
Iran/actions. You have likewife been fo kind as to fa- 
vour me with the Account of fome of them, and when 
I was ingaged in the Oxford Edition of Livy, you took 
care to tranfmit to me two Inscriptions, which (hew that 
the nth Legion of the Ramans refided at York. Thefe 
I have made publick at the End of the laft Volume in the 
Annotations (a). But I am moft concern'd at prefent for 
the old instruments which you tell me were fome Months 
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fince found at a Place call'd Ofmondthick near Bramham- 
Moor in your County concerning which you defire T 
would give you my Opinion - which I (hall the rather 
do that you may fee I am not unmindful of your Favours, 
bu» am willing to make all pojfiblc Returns I can. 

§. 2. Thefe Inflruments it appears from your Letter are 
of'Brafs, and are five or fix in number, but of different 
iVz-ex, from a little more than three to four Inches and a 
half in length, and from one and a half to two and a half 
in breadth. They are fomewhat in form of a Wedge, as 
proceeding from a *£/» Edge to one and a hair or two 
/wy&ex at the thicker End, where they are hollowed to put 
upon a Shaft. Each of them has an Ear or £<?<?/>, which 
that I may the better perceive the form of you have been 
at the Pains of adding the Draught of one, accurately 
done by your felf. From your exaSf and nice Relation 
'tis plain that they are juft like rhat we have in the Repay 
fiiory ad joyning to the Bodlejan Library at Oxford. This 
has been kept there for fevenl Tears $. but where 'twas 
difcovercd there is not the lea ft Memorial to inform us. 
Perhaps it might be procur'd by Dr. Plot when he was 
writing the Natural Hijlory of Staffordjhiret where he 
has (b) mentioned feveral Infiruments of the fame kind 
dug up in that County. You have told me that 'tis your 
Opinion that thefe In(lruments were the Heads of Spears 
or walking Staves of the civilized Britains-^ and for Con- 
firmation of it you refer me to Mr. Speed's Hijlory of Great 
Britain, (e) where he has publifh'd the Figures of the 
antient Britains -both before and after they were civilized, 
You acknowledge however that theTops of the Spears there 
are fomewhat different from thofe we are now confidering. 
And indeed they are not only fomewhat but altogether diffe- 
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rent, being exa&ly of the fame Make with thofe wc find 
in the Columna Trajana and the Books that reprefent to us 
the Military ln(lruments of the old Romans, Greeks, &c. 
But had they been of fome Refemblance, yet I cannot fee 
that thofe Figures in Speed are of any Authority. For tho' 
you guefs that they were copied from old MSS, yet t 
could never yet meet with any MSS. of our Bri- 
tijh Hiftory that have any fuch Figures, If evei' any 
one had them, we have reafon to prefume that other Book* 
upon the fame SubjeB would have retain'd them ; at leafl: 
we ought not to doubt it of Copies of the fame Author. 
That is the Method obferv'd in other Sorts of MSS. The 
Illuminators were generally left at liberty as to the Orna- 
mental Parts of the Great Letters $ but when any Figures 
were to be depitfed that (liould illuftrate and explain the 
Author, there they were to be exaB and punUual, and they 
had no more Allowance to alter them than they had to 
alter and interpolate the Text of the Author himfelf. Hence 
I am inclin'd to think that thefe Figures are modern, and 
are owing to Mr. Speed himfelf. 'Tis alfo what himfelf 
insinuates in the fame Chapter, acknowledging that they 
were adapted to the Defcriptions given of the Brit aim in 
dntient Authentick Authors. But not to examine other Par- 
ticulars, the Form of the Spears in their Hands is not 
countenanc'd by any Authority of Note. For tho' Hero, 
dian has acquainted us that they ufed Jhort Spears, yet he 
is filent as to the Make of them. Nor indeed have we 
any where a good Account of the Military Arms of the 
Britains. The Authors tranfmitted to Pofierity by them 
are modern in comparifon of the Roman Writers, and 
are withal Romantick and not to be rely'd on. And as 
for the Bards they took no care to tranfmit to Po- 
fterity thefe Weapons, or to give us nice Relations of 
their Countrymen. 'Tis true, there have been and are (till 
found feveral Injiruments made of Flint, which the beft 
Judges efteem to be Britifi. The Flint Beads of their 
Arrows are commonly called in Scotland Elf-Arrows, as 
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being fuppofed to have an extraordinary Virtue againft the 
Elves, and to drop from the Clouds. There are other 
Flints fomewhat in form of Axes, and thefe Dr. Plot 
calls (d) Britifh Axes ; but Dr. Leigh thinks (e) they 
are Indian. Sir William Dugdale inclines to the Opinion 
embrac'd by Dr. Plot, and he acquaints (f) us with 
feveral of about four Inches and an half in length, cu* 
rioufly wrought by Grinding. But they might as well 
have been Roman, the Romans having ufed Flint Weapons 
as well as the Britain*, and 'twas from the Romans that 
the Britains learn'd the Art of wording them. That which 
alfo feems to make us believe that they might be Roman, 
is that thole mentioned by Sir William were found ac 
Oldbury, Aldbury or Ealdbury, which was a Roman Fort, 
and is the fame in Signification with Alchefier in Oxford- 
(hire, Alchefler being nothing elfe but 6al&-ceartep, fo call'd 
by the Saxons to ftiew that 'twas a Place of Antiquity 
even in their Time. And tho' the Anonymous Author. of 
the Antiquities of Alchefler at the End or the Parochial 
Antiquities of Ambrofden derive it from AlkUus, as if he 
were the Founder^ yet there is no Authority either from 
Coyns, Infer iptions, or Books to countenance the Conje* 
Sure. 

§. 5. Now fince there are no Authentick Authors by 
which we may learn what Arms were made ufe of by the 
Britains "m their Wars, I can think of no properer Me- 
thod for finding this out than by feeing what Arms were 
in ufe amongft thofe People from whom they immediately 
had their Original- Mr. Sheringham, who was a learned 
Man and endued with an accurate Judgment, inclines to 
the Story of Geffry of Monmouth, who deduces the Bri- 
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talus from the Trojans. And this is the Opinion too ©f 
feveral other learned Men. But whatever their Abilities 
and Authority might be in other Refpe&s, yet in this they 
fnuft be reckon d partial, and I rather ftrike in with thofe 
other Writers of more authority who derive the Britains 
from the Gauls 3 amongft whom Mr. Camden is chief. He 
has diligently and nicely prov'd that the Gauls and Britains 
had the fame Religion ^ that they both had their Bards 
and Druids, enjoy'd the hmsform of Government, us'dths 
fame Method of Fighting, had the fame Natural Genius, 
were equally candicl and innocent, were addicted to change 
when provok'd, were companionate to their Relations, and 
always ready to partake in their Vindication. He has 
withal fhew'd that they to£ affe&ed gratf Numbers of 
Servants, that their Buildings were alike and were fur- 
rounded with Woods, that they £<?/£ ufualiy wore Cta/7/f 
of GWcJ about their Necks, and had ^^/ on their Mid- 
dle-Fingers 5 that they both wore /#»£ Hair, and that the 
Garments cail'd Bracha were common to e^. Thefe Things 
he confirms from the />.e/2 and »w/2 approved Authors. And as 
the chief efi Argument he has ailedg'd Variety of Inftances to 
fiiew that they (poke the fame Language. Mr. Sheringham 
himfelf was aware of this, and therefore to evade the 
Force of the Argument he makes (£) the Trojans to come 
through Gaul, which being then thinly inhabited, he 
fays Brute and his Companions foan conquer'd it, built a 
0(7, and continued there 'till fuch time as they had well 
peopled it, after which they pafs'd over into Britain, 
and by that means the Britains came to have the fame 
Language. This is his Hypothecs, which is fo far from 
deferving Approbation, that it does not feem confident 
with ufual Prudence, nor with the other wife A&s that 
are afcrib'd to Brute. For no one that rightly confiders 
can think that Brute would voluntarily leave fo large a 
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Gauntry as Gaul for one that was fo much left. It is 
therefore more likely that the Britaim had their imme- 
diate Original from the Gauls. C<efar himfelf thought 
fo as to thofe that inhabited more near the Coajls, 
notwithstanding his Obfervation that the Midland Peo- 
ple were Aborigines. Nor will Boxhorn's Ajfertim that 
the Gallick Tongue was the fame with the Scythian over- 
throw this Bypothefs. For it may very well be fuppo- 
fed that the Gauls came flrft from the Scythians, who 
are io Jujiin (b) obferv'd to have been the moft an- 
tient People, and to have contended with the Egyp- 
tians on that Score. This will exa&ly agree with 
what Camden and others have afferted concerning 
the Gauls being defcended from Gvmer., the eldejl Son 
of Japhet. I know indeed that Mr. Sammes derives 
the Scythians from Magog the ftcond Son of Japhet. 
But (not here to take notice of his contradicting him- 
felf in this Point) fince Strabo (ij and Stephanus (£) 
mention a City call'd Gogarena bctweet? Colchis and 
Iberia, and fince the City Bierapolis in delo-Syria, ac- 
cording to Pliny (/), was call'd by the Syrians MAGOG, 
fis more probable that Magog feated himfelf in thofe 
Countries, near to which 'tis agreed his Brethren fet- 
tled, than that he wandred fo far out of the Way 
from them. Here I cannot but take notice that the 
Britains were like the Scythians a frugal People, and 
their long Lives (they often living to the Age of 120 
Tears) might in great meafare be afcrib'd to their 
Temperance, and their Milk Dyet, f juft like the Bippo- 
molgs mentioned by Bower («*). And as Mfchylus 
tells us that the Scythians were ixT/wk b» T m|>€* «frep<. 
a jitjl Nation and addiffed to the Feeding of Borfes, 
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fo the fame may be faid of our anttent Britain* who 

were very religious and obferv'd the Rules of their 
Priejis, and took extraordinary Delight in Cattle t 
whence perhaps they might gffeci to have the figures 
of Beajis cut upon their Bodies. From what has been 
laid down I hope 'tis plain that the Gauls and Brir 
tains were of the fame Original, What we have 
next to do is to fee what Arms were us'd by the 
Gauls. There are feveral Authors that have written 
of the Nature of thern, and particularly Cluvcr and 
Boxhorn. Their Names are Spatha, geffum, (gefum or 
gajjitf/f) lancea, fparum, cateia, mataris or rather materis 
(_ not matara , machara , ^u, wit^s, ud?if or £«%/? 
(«) thjreos, and eetrum or rtfra. I fhall not here mfift: 
upon the Signification or reafon of the Names, but on- 
ly obferve in general that the geffum was a 'javelin, 
the fparum, cateia and mataris were different Sorts of 
Darts, and that the thyreos was an <?&/<?#£ and the «*r#«2 
a j$<?r£ fort of Shield. So that the Sp&iha only remains 
(for the nature of the I<w« is well known) to be 
com par J d with the Weapons we are considering. Tis 
call'd by the Italians SPADA, and by the Spaniards 
ESP A D A. From the Defcription that 10 ore has 
left us of ir, we are hirorm'd that 'twas a txo-edgd 
Srrerd, with which they art and did not f£r»& Whence 
'tis plain thefe Jr/syj had -not /harp Tops, agreeable to 
what I my (o) has- related that their glaclij were prai- 
hnvi. ac fine mucronibns. And Polybhis has the f&fiie 
reafon why they did not pufh with them. Hence it 
is clear that our Injlrumenis which have not /aw Edges, 
but are <s?»// like vesdges were not fpathte, and fince they 
do not agree to any of ths other Gallick Instruments 
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we mufr carry on our Inquiry , and examin whether 
they agree with any of the Arms of forae other an- 
tient Nation that made a Figure in Britain. 

§. 4,. Our Anceftors the Saxons will have no (hare 
in this Inquiry. For 'tis plain from the Hiftory of 
them given by Verflegan, and the figures publiflVd alfo 
by him, lhac Spears, Halberds, Shields, Crops-bows^ 
Swords, ("which were broad and bowing, fomewhat in 
fafhion of a Sythe,) and Hatchetts, which they calFd 
B///f, were the A«.r made ufe of by them 5 nor did 
the Weapons of the Danes that Succeeded them much 
vary if at all. Coming from the fame Parts they usM 
the fame Cnftoms in their Military Undertakings. For 
tho' the Normans endeavour' d to make an iniire Alterati- 
on, yet they found the Attempt impracticable, and they 
were fore'd to acquiefce, and lay afide their Propofals, 
which thwarted fo very much thofe antknt Cnftoms that 
were here generally entertaiu'd, and receiv'd. But how- 
ever notwithftanding thefe Inflruments do not referable 
either the Saxon or Damp Military Arms, yet I find 
in Wormius's Mufeum (p) two Cimbric Inflruments With 
which they have fome likenefs. Thefe he tells us were 
of Erafs, and he calls them Wedges. The larger of 
them was five hches in length, and three in Breadth. 
He is of opinion that they were us'd in the Wars, es- 
pecially when the Armies were very near each other. If 
they had Holes by which they might have been fix'd to 
Helves he would have belie v'd them to be Battle-Axes ^ 
bur being neither hollow (as ours arej nor having no 
o;hcr way of being faften'd to other Inflruments, he con- 
cluded that th'- Na.;-ne of Wedges might be moil: proper. 
A very ingenious Gentleman fome time since inforard me 



GO P ' ! S- 354- 



O O 2 



( 404 ) 

that much fuch Injlruments had been found in the Ifk 
tf Man, and that a great many Urns had been alfo dif- 
cover'd there, as like wife divers Infcriptions with ftrange 
V.haraBtrs. I do not queftion but the Infcriptions are 
Runicki And 'tis highly probable that the In(irument s 
Were like thofe in V/ormius ; but if they agree exa&ly 
with ours they will from what I (hall fay by and by 
appear to be Roman. For notwithstanding it be com- 
monly held that the Romans never were in this Ifle, yet 
I fee no other reafon why it (hould be thought fo, than 
that the antient Authors now remaining do not mention 
it. This is only a negative Argument, and what we 
ought not to lay a very great Strefs upon. The Urns 
feem clearly to evince that they were here. I know in* 
deed that 'tis faid that thefe Vrns rnuft be perfectly Dfa 
njjh, by reafon of the J hall black Bones and Apes found 
in them ; which however is no fun Ground to go upon. 
For I have feen in the Bodlejan Repo/itory a Piece of a 
Roman Urn which was dug up feveral Tears ago at an 
aid Roman Town in England with many others, fome o£ 
which were of different Figures. Tis now in a Box, 
and with it are tittle, black Bones t Jftes, &c wrapped up 
in two Pieces of courfe Lhmen. Tin's Linnen is in the 
lame figure with the Vrn, but the Dm for one of the 
Bieccsis wanting. The Smallnefs of the Bones Shews that 
they are the Relicks of Children. It was cuftomary a- 
mong the Romans after. the Bodies were burnt to wafli 
the Bones with Wine and Milk, and afterwards the Wo- 
men wrapt their Children in Linnen^ dry'd them in their 
Bofoats, and then put them into Urns to be buried. 
This Cufipm was alfo peculiar to the Danes, who learrfd 
it from the Romans, from whom likewife they receivYi 
Vrn- Burial it ielf. Such Urns too are mention d by the 
famous Sir Thomas Brown to have been found at Old Wal- 
jingham in- Terkfliv^ Nor is the Reman Hifiory altoge- 
ther illent of the Ifk of Mans being kno.wnto the Ro- 
mans, 
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mans. For Plutarch exprefly tells us, that one Demetrim 
failed hither, as well as to other Britijh Jfies in the Reign 
of Adrian. Tis no wonder that Runic k Infcripions are 
difcovered in the Places where Roman Vrns are found' 
Thofe Infiriptions might have been made upon other occa- 
fions after it became in future Ages inhabited by Danes 
and Norwegians. The fame Accident has fometimes hap- 
pen din England* And Mr. Camden particularly relates 
in the Clcfe of his Difcourfe concerning Stone-Henge, that 
in the Time of King Hen. VIHth. was found at S'oue* 
Hengea.T*ble of mixt Metal on which were ingrav'd ma- 
ny Letters, but the Character was fo (irange that neither 
Sir Thomas Elyot, nor Mr. Lilly, the famous ScfaoLMa- 
Jler of St. Paul's, could tell what to make of them, and 
fo there was no care taken to preferve the Monument, the 
Lofs of which was afterwards much lamented by Ola;ts 
Wormius, who thought it to be Runic^ as without que- 
ftion it was: and yet Stone-Henge itfelf is a Roman 
V/ork, as has been made out by Mr Inigo Jones, who 
tho' he was confuted by the late learned Dr. Charleton^ 
yet Mr. Jones's Opinion was very well defended by Mr; 
John Webb, who has in his Book diftintily examined the 
Methods made ufe of both by the Romans and the Danes 
in their Buildings. 

§. 5. Having proceeded thus far in this Inquiry, and 
fhew'd that thefe Inftruments were not military Arms 
either of the Britains, or of the Saxons, or of the Danes^ 
Khali now carry icon farther and endeavour to prove that 
they are owing to the Romans, which is what I have before 
inlmtiated. 1 once thought that they were a fort of Jxes 
which the Romans made ufe of in th;ir Sacrifoe-r, oi 
which Dr. Plot rakes notice of two forts, the fec/tres La* 
pideaand the ficures Cupres^ tho' Dr. Leigh will have his 
In fiances to be both Indian. Upon a more" narrow con- 
federation oi the Roman facrifking hftrummts^ 1 have quke 
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cliangd -this Opinion, not finding the lead Footjleps of 
*uch Axes in any of the Books of Roman Antiquities 
I have hitherto confulted. On the contrary they are 
in the Suoveiaurilia or SoUtaurilia of the Columns. Trajana 
reprefented in the fame Form, and fattened in the fame 
manner, that we ufe at this Day. And fo alfo in other 
Sacrifices, as may partly be feen in the Gemms, Rings^ 
d'V.'publifti'd out of the Studies of AugujUnus, and Gw- 
/<€?/.<•, as well as in the Monuments of Gruter, Reinefius, 
Spon and Fabretti, to omit the Authors collected upon this 
Subject by Grsvim in his /rfrge ifocty of Roman Antiqui- 
ties. Neither could they have been the Heads of Spears t 
as is manifeft from the fame Authorities. The Roman 
Spears and Javelins occur very frequently, and yet not 
one of them either on their G?j»,y or elfewhere is to be 
tnet with in the Figure of, theie Instruments. 'Tis true 
fome of their Spears had two Heads, fa they might ufe 
either End uppermoft as they pleas'd. We have one of 
thefe in Augujiinus (q). The Heads differ from one 
another, but they neither of them anfwer our Monu- 
ments- Nor are the mod antient Spears of the Romans 
we meet with different from thole they made ufe of 
in more modern Times, as may in fome meafure be 
feen in the famous Shield lately publifhed at Oxford 
/V), which is certainly authentick: It's Antiquity is de- 
fended in the Place I have citedi It may here be farther 
added to what is there alledg'd that Lucius Floras gives 
(T) us the fir ft In fiance of the Romans righting upon 
Borfes without Bridles 3 and in the Columna Trajana (f) 
the Horfes are placed in full fpeed with their Riders with- 
out any Bridles or other Curbs to reftrain and guide them, 



(3) Gsir.m. & Sculpt. ant.iq._Mr Edit. Jac. Grortovii Franeq. 1694. 
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a great many of the Romans having made themfelves 
Majlers of this Method of Fighting that they might 
like the Numidians ("who were famous for it) be the 
his incumber a in the Bank, and ruth upon the Ene- 
my with the more Force. Their Defultcres alfo are 
Proof enough of it's being practicable. 

§. 6. But now tho' thefe hflruments are not properly 
Roman military Weapons, fuch as they us'd in their Bat* 
ties, yet they were of fervice amongft the Sculdiers, and 
good Numbers of them were conflantly provided to 
be carried about in the Army. For I believe that they 
are Roman Chi/fells, and that they were us'd to cut the 
Stones, and other Materials that were judg'd ferviceable 
for building their Camp?. This is not Conjefture only 
as appears from the Column a, Urajana, where (ti) the 
Souldicrs are reprelented polifhing the Stones tor the 
Roman Tents in the Dacic Wars with fuch fort of Chif- 
fells made of Brafs. Thefe Chijfells they beat and 
worked into the Stone and other Materials with Mal- 
lets of the fame Metal. We have other Injlances of 
it in the fame Pillar, which is one of the beft Mc 
pumtnts ■ we have by which to judge of the feveral 
Infiruments made ufe of by them in their mVitary 
Enterprifes. Thefe Chijfells were cf admirable fervice. 
m making their Aggeres, which confided of Earth; 
Stones and Timber- The Stones were fometjmes thrown 
together without any polifhing •, but that was more 
rarely, and 'twas look'd upon as a better fecurity to 
have them work'd that they might lye even. By 
this Account the reafon will be eafily perceivU why 
thefe luftruments are hollow, namely to falten Handles 
to them for more convenience in- driving, them. If 



(«J /» num. 



( 4o3 ) 

they had been Wedges, 'twould have been a great In- 
convenience to have had them hollow. Befides the Wedges 
by being drove into the Wood or Stones would have been 
jhangdy worn on the Sides, and have receiv'd conside- 
rable Alterations, whereas the Sides of ours in the Bodle- 
]<m Repojitory (and I fuppofe your's are fo too) are juft 
as they were at firft, and there is not the- lead: Change, 
unkfs it be on the Edge, which is very blunt and much 
broken, which I guefs to have proceeded from the Stone. 
As for the Ears or Loops, 'tis probable they might be 
put on that thereby the Handles might be fixt the 
better x, or perhaps they were defign'd for the Eafe of 
the Souldiers, who in their Journeys might by this means 
iaften them to their Girdles, For I believe moft if not 
ail the Souldiers had fuch Instruments, which they were 
obligd to make ufe of when 'Necejjlty requir'd. I know 
that 'tis the opinion of moll: that there were a few parti- 
cular Perfons always in the Army to whom thefe Works 
were committed, and that they were exempt from the 
Office of Souldiers, and that they were marmorarij, qua- 
dratarij, tignarij and flmUons. Thefe may be cail'd 
all by one Name fabri murarij, tho' that is commonly reck - 
on'd only another Name for ftruffores. But this is a wrong 
Pcrfaafeon, and Fabretti has Qn>) wellobferv'd that there 
are no fabri murarij, as they are taken for Artijis 
diftind from Souldiers, on Trajan's Pillar. This Obfer- 
vation he has made in oppofition to Santi Bartoli, who 
calls them exprefly fabri murarij. Fabretti' 's Remark as 
'tis very juft with refpeel: to this fort of Artijis, fo it 
rnuft be noted that there were no other diftinct Artijis 
that were freed from the Dutys of Souldiers. Even 
the Artijis that had receiv'd liberal Education are to 
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be comprehended in this Obfewatlon, I mean their 
Phyfitians : which is the reafon that in Fabretfi we 
have (x) the PiUure of a Phyfitim fortified with a lori* 
ca or (W 0/ Mail and moving his Hands to a fic^Perfon 
that was his Patient. The /^ravs (hews he was one of 
the £e#er fort of Souldiers call'd evocati, thofe of the 
inferior Order being allow'd only a Peroral of thin Bra/}. 
It withal poinfs out to us that he was after he had fi- 
nifh'd thefe Offices to the Sick, bound to betake himfelf 
to the other Offices of a Souldier. This was fometiraes 
intermitted, but in Trajan's ftricl: Difcipline 'twas i/nu^r 
obferv'd, he being refolv'd to imitate and bring into fa- 
fhion the Severity that had been made ufe of in the more 
antient Times. Fot this reafon we fee the Souldiers in 
this Pillar duly exercifing and performing, when there 
was any need, all the Offices of Tradefmen, it being at 
this time cufiomary to lift Tradefmen amongft the Souldi> 
ers for this Intent. 

§. 7. Befides the Ufes thefe hjlrumsnts were put to in 
forming the Roman Camps, they were moreover imploy'd 
in making and repairing the High Ways, which fwal- 
low'd up a large Quantity of Stone, efpecially in fuch 
Places as were marfhy and Fenny. The Pomptin Marfhes 
were vaftly large, and yet at fuch time as the Souldiers 
were too many to be us'd againft the Enemy, a motion 
was made rhar <hey mould be imploy'd to drain them, 
which was fo well approved, that the Senate immediate- 
ly gave Orders for it, and the Soil was fo rich and fertile 
that great Numbers came and fettled here, infomuch that 
there were no lefs than XXXIII. Towns built upon the 
Ground' The Waters however afterwards got ftrength 
again, and 'twas in a manner wholly drown'd 5 which 
made Julius C<efar entertain fome Thoughts of draining 
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them afrejbmd, of -carrying the ^/?/?w« W-'^ through them, 
whereas it had before went about them $ but he fail'd 
in his Defign, and 'twas left for one of his Glorious Suc~> 
ceffbrs the Emperor Trajan, who after he had cleans'd the 
Fettfy caus'd a Stone Way to be made through them, 
whereon were built large Inns and magnificent Bridges, 
for Conveyance of the Water which was in the up? 
per Part of the Marjh, For memory of. which he had 
a Monumental Stone erected with a proper lnfcription> 
by which it appears that the Way was XiX Mz/cr in 
kngth> there being .placid, at the End of every Mile 
a Mile- Stone, and from thence the Way.it felf was in 
fueceeding Times caii'd Decennovium. I might from 
Jbenq^ take occafion to, mention other Wo>fo of the 
Romans in Italy o£ this kind, in which Chiffells were 
ahjolutely necejf^ry for cutting the ... Stones 3, but this is 
needlefs at prefent, and therefore I (hall only remark 
that as Trajan was diligent about the Ways in Italy 
and . other Parts, fo it feems he, was, no lefs careful 
of, thefe Affairs in Britain. For notwithftanding fome 
tejl us that the four Great Ways, in. Britain are owing to 
Molmutius one of the Brttiflj Kings and -Be//w.r.his.Son } yer, 
Mr. Camden and others have fliew'd that they are rather 
to be attributed tojthe Rowans, being repair'd and made 
as it. were quits anew ( whereas before they were very 
mean) by Trajan, after he had reduced the Britains to 
Obedience, Beiides which Ways he alfomade divers other 
kejfev ones here, and perhaps tbefeCi)/^»//.r4hat have oc- 
casioned this Letter may be fome of thofe us'd by the 
Souldiers in his Reign, t ho' before his Time Acfo of this 
kind had been perform d by the Roman Souldiers, who 
alfo fore'd the Britains to undergo the fame Drudgery^ 
which occafion'd them to complain to Agricola % as if they; 
were too [evenly and hardly dealt with. 
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§. 8. If it be ask'd how it comes to pafs that thefe 
hjiruments are of Brafs rather than of any other Metal? 
it may be reply'd that ehey as well as the People of other 
Nations in former times thought there was an extraordi- 
nary virtue in Brafs, Whence it was that they us'd brafs 
Inflruments when the Moon was in an Eclipfe (y), think- 
ing that by beating of them (lie would the more eafily be 
recover'd from her Labour, which ciiflom almoft univerfal- 
//prevail'd. And 'tw,*s upon account of this peculiar 
Virtue fuppos'd to be In Br aft that the Infimments made 
ufc of in the ftcred Offices were in the more early times 
all of Brafs, that the Tufcans ufed Brafs Plowjhares when 
their Cities were built, and that the Priejis of the Sabins 
were (hav'd with Brafs Razors (V). Hefiod himfelf tells 
(a) us that the Antients us'd Brafs fajlruments before /w* 
ones : 

At which time not only their Arm but their Boufes were" 
likewife of Brafs. 

The Cuftommight prevail as well mBritain as elfeivkre, lro?r 
being not fo very plentiful in the firjf time of the Romans^ 
however it might increale afterwards when the Bath- Forge 
was erected, and all proper Methods us'd upon that occa- 
sion. Nor ought it to be wonder'd how the Bsafs-Chi (fells 
could be apply'd to the Stone without breaking to pieces 
immediately, any more than that the Pbugh-jlj ares did 
not fofFer thefame I)<tta?<?ge in cafting up the Grmmd and 
grating againft the Stones with more Violence, The Braf 
in thofe early times was of a different nature from oar?, 
and fo temper'd as to endure much longer with left ///- 
convenience in the feveral Operations to which imploy'd. 

£.9. I have finifh'd what I have to fay at prefent up- 
on thefe old Infimments. As for another PiSce of Antl* 

(yj See Uvy lib. XXVI. c.^. Edit. Oxon. <» /^-Rhoinyni an- 
tiq, IcAr, /.XIX. c. ion (a) Ep>. .^ % lib. I. r. i>o. ("£; I. id. v. up- 
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quity which you tell rne you have in your Colle3lo» t 
namely a Spur that is no kfs than 6 Inches and an half 
long from the Heel to the Middle of the Roveell^ which 
you take to be of a much later Date than the other Mo- 
numents, we have one in the Bodlejan Repofitory of much 
the fame length, of which I have made mention in my 
Additions to Sir John Spelmans Life of King Ml f red. 
There have been feveral others found in England, and 
you have juftly guefs'd your's to be more modern than 
the ether Instruments. For thefe Spurs are certainly Da- 
nifh, as appears from Wormius's Monumsnta Danica (d), 
whore he has given us the Figure of one, and there is an 
Account of divers others towards the latter End of his 
Mufeum.one of which is a foot and fome oddites in length, 
§. io. I have been the more particular upon this Sub~ 
jeB, becaufe I do not remember that it has as yet been 
treated of by any of our Antiquaries, ana I was willing 
to difcufs feveral Points that occasionally offer'd tbem- 
felves when I began to confider it. ConjeBures in. Affairs 
of this nature are allowable, and accordingly I have made 
ufe of them ; but I have endeavour'd to keep my felf 
within the bounds of Modeftjt, and I leave the whole to 
your better Sagacity. If I have fuggefted any thing that 
may be of ufe to you, as well as ferve to gratify your 
Curicfitjh it will be abundant Satisfaction to, 

Oxon. .... Sir, 

1709. Tour obligd humble Servant 

Tho. Hearne. 

""(0 flfc«43- Cd)Pag.-yO. 



LONDON: Printed for H.Clements, at the Hdf- 
M.0on in St. Paul's Church. Yard. 1709. 



